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" observance of the law. In all affairs connected with religion he was strict and
" severe, but, in temporal matters, easy and indulgent. Never did he incur the
" slightest reprehension for remissness in his duty towards God." He then adds:
14 Ibn al-Hamadani has spoken of him in the Muzaiyil [appendix] (2): ' His days,'
" says he, 'were the most fortunate of days for the two empires (3), the most happy
11 'for the people, the most complete for the security, prosperity and welfare of the
41 * country; no misfortune came to trouble those [days], no terror to alloy them.
** ' Under his administration, the khalifate recovered that respect and veneration
" * which it received in former times. As a penman and an orator, he was highly
" 'accomplished/ " The hdfiz Ibn as-Samani says of him in his Supplement:
" He drew his renown from a fund of consummate merit, vast intelligence, dignified
" conduct, and unerring foresight. He left some poems remarkable for their natural
" elegance. Adversity having given him a moral lesson, he was deposed from the
" vizirship and obliged to confine himself to his house; but he subsequently removed
** from Baghdad and took up his abode at Medina, in the neighbourhood and under
" the protection of the Prophet's tomb. He remained in that city till his death. I
" went to visit his grave, which is near that of Ibrahim, the son of our Prophet, in
" the Baki cemetery." Farther on, he says: ** I have been informed by a person
" on whose word I can rely, that AM Shujaa, on the approach of death and on the
" point of departing from this world, was carried to the mosque of the Prophet, and
'' being placed near the enclosure which surrounds the tomb, he wept and said:
<; * 0 Prophet of God! Almighty God has said: But if they, after they have injured
" * their own souls, come unto thee and ask pardon of God, and the Apostle ask pardon
ft 'for them, they shall surely find God easy to be reconciled and merciful (4). Now
" ' I have come unto thee, acknowledging my faults and transgressions, and hoping
" * for thy intercession.' He here wept again and returned to his house, where he
'* died the same day/' His poetical productions have been collected into a diwdn
and are very fine. Here are some extracts from it:

I shall punish my eyes, heedless whether they shed tears or drop blood; and I shall forego the
pleasure of sleep till it become for my eyelids a thing forbidden. My eyes cast me into the nets
of temptation, and, had they not looked (on beauty}^ I should have remained a pious Mosliin.
They shed my blood (5), therefore shall I shed their tears; 'twas they which commenced (to
transgress) and are therefore more culpable (than 7),

Though I love thee, I seem insensible, but this heart of mine is filled with pain and anguish.
Think not that I have forgotten thee; a man may appear in health and yet be unwell.
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